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of 1917 there began to settle over Vienna that air of
fatalistic melancholy which has never really lifted again.
An amazing apathy prevailed. Other capitals of Europe
were passionately demanding the return of territory and
the more eager prosecution of the war; certain national
centres within the Dual Monarchy were yearning for
independence; in the midst of this clamour Vienna
remained silent and hungry, asking only for peace and
bread ; une ville sans dme, awaiting the end.

Moreover, by publishing the secret treaties concluded
by the Entente Governments, Trotsky had dealt the
Austro-Hungarian Government a staggering blow. Czernin
now knew that the Allies were aiming at nothing less
than the dismemberment of the Dual Monarchy. Peace
at any price became his motto, and while he pressed
for negotiations with Russia, he connived at the secret
conversations which Prince Sixte of Bourbon and Count
Mensdorfi-Pouilly were carrying on with Allied emissaries
for a separate peace. If Austria reached the end of her
military power, her political structure was doomed.
Nothing but the army held the Dual Monarchy together.

In Bulgaria the situation was slightly better. But
Bulgaria had occupied all the territory she wanted to keep
when peace came, and both the people and the army were
tired of war. Germany could only count on Bulgaria
remaining faithful to the Quadruple Alliance so long as
all went well with the German armies. " I could believe
in the steadfastness of the Bulgarian Army for just so long
as I could believe in the faith of the Bulgarian nation ",
wrote LudendorfE cryptically.1

Turkey was faithful to her Allies, but at the end of her
strength. Her man power was greatly reduced and part
of her army existed on paper only.

All therefore depended upon Germany, the king-pin
of the Quadruple Alliance, and in that country it was
1 Ludendorff, ii. 541.